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students for sensible druq policy

Higher Education Act Aid Elimination Penalty Talking Points
The penalty is unfair, and only causes more drug abus, crime, and economc problems

¥TheAid Eliminaion Pendty automatically stripsfinanda aid from students with any drug
conviction, including misdemeanor marijuanapossession. Since the pendty was addel to the
Highe EduationAct in 1998 nearly 200000 students have been denied aid because of it.
Countess others didn®even apply for aid because they thoughtthey@ be denied.

¥Presdent Johnon signed the HEA over three decades ago to open thedoas to college
education for students to whomthey had previoudy been closed. The pendty was tacked onto
theHEA during the 1998amendments and is completely contrary to the origind law( spirit.

¥Putting up roadblocks on the path to education does nothing to solve our nation®@drug and
crime problems; it only makes them worse. Forcing students convicted of drug chargesto drop
out of school makes them more likely to continueabusng drugsand engaging in crimind
activity (thusbecoming cogly burdensonthecrimind jugice system) and less likely to become
produdive taxpaying citizens (thusredudng the naion® economic produdivity and leading to
more reliance on codly soda programs down thelineg).

¥Thependty only affects hardworking and determined students who are doingwell in school,
since students mug maintain satisfactory academic progress to receive aid in thefirst place.

¥Drug convictionsare theonly infractionsfor which students are denied finandal aid.
Murderers, rapists, burglars, arsonists, and other criminds are al eligible to receive aid.

¥Thependty punishesindividuds twice for the same infraction. Victims of thislaw have
aready been punished by thecrimind judice system. Taking away ther accessto education
after theyQre already pad ther debt to sodety is excessive.

¥Themere appearance of the drug question onthe student aid application can deter students
from applying, even if they are actudly eligiblefor aid.

¥Thependty dispropationaely affects people of color. Because of racial profiling and the
discriminaory enforcement of drug laws, the pendty keepsthem out of school at amuch highe
rate than the general popuktion.

¥Thependty hurts only students from low- and middle-income families Bthe same people the
HEA wasintendeal to assist. Students from wealthy families can afford to pay for tuition without
public aid and can frequently afford lawyers to avoid drug convictionsin thefirst place.

¥ Students who cannotafford tuition are frequently also unable to afford the private drug
rehabilitation programs required by the pendty to get thar aid back.



¥More than 325 organizationshave called for thefull repeal of the pendty, indudingthe
Nationd Eduation Assodation, theNationd Assodation of Student Finanda Aid
Administrators, the Assodation for Addiction Professionds, the NAACP, the Evangdical
Lutheran Church, the Presbyterian Church, the United Methodist Church, the United Church of
Christ, and the United States Student Assodation.

¥Thependty uaurpsjudgesCand college administratorsOeuthority to administer punishments for
violationsof thelaw and campuspolicies. Judges can aready revoke aid from people convicted
of drug offenses and college administrators can already expd students when they deem it
appropriate. Thisonesize-fits-al approach mandaed by legidators in Washington, DC takes
away tha authority.

¥Even the congressiondly-created Advisory Committee on Student Finanda Assistance
recommended that Congress remove the drug question from thefinanda aid application, calling
it OrrelevantOto aid eligibility.

¥The Government Accountbility Office, Congress@ own research arm, recently indicated that it
could find no evidence tha the pendty Gactudly helped to deter drug use.O

Although the penalty was scaled back in 2006, it still needs to be overturned completely

¥In 2006,Congress modified the pendty by taking away its QeachbackOeffect, stopping its
application to students with convictionsin the past. But the pendty continuesto strip aid from
those who get convicted whilein school. Thepartial reform only hdpsasmall portion of
affected students and leaves tens of thouandsbehind. Unfortunaely, thisisonly a 10 percent
solution to alaw that is 100 percent flawed:; it@ like dlapping Band-Aid on agaping wound.

¥Theminor changedoesn®address the fundamental problems with the pendty. Kicking
students out of school increases the chances they will abuse drugsor commit other crimes and
decreases the chances they will become produdive taxpaying citizens It still only affects
students who are doing well in school. It still dispropartionaely affects people of color and
students from low- and middle-income families. Thedrug question® appearance onthefinandal
aid application still deters countess eligible students from applying. Noneof the 325
organizationsoppod to the penalty feel that thereform is adequéde.



