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Student Group Forces Congress to Soften Drug Law

Financial Aid Ban for Students with Drug Convictions Scaled Back
Students and ACLU to Challenge Remaining Penalty in Court

WASHINGTON, DC - After seven years of pressure from student activists, Congress recently
scaled back a law that strips college financial aid from people with drug convictions. President
Bush is expected to sign the reform into law today, granting eligibility to students with
convictions in the past. But one of the largest student organizations in the country is calling for
the policy to be scrapped altogether, and will soon file a lawsuit with the ACLU to challenge the
penalty in court.

“After years of political posturing and empty promises, Congress has
finally helped some students harmed by this misguided policy,” said
Kris Krane, executive director of Students for Sensible Drug
Policy. “But this minor change is just a ploy to sweep the penalty’s
problems under the rug. Tens of thousands of students will still be
pulled out of school every year because politicians failed to listen to
our concerns. The only option students have left is to take action in
court.”

Recent SSDP Media Appearances:
USA Today, “College Financial Aid Rules Loosened,” February 7

The New York Times, editorial, “The High Cost of Public Information,” February 4
The Associated Press, “New Rule Will Let Drug Offenders Earn Aid,” February 4

A

Kris Krane lives and works in Washington, DC, and is available for interviews in person or via
satellite. SSDP can also suggest prominent “anti-drug” advocates who are willing to debate the
issue on the air.

Contact Tom Angell at (202) 293-4414 or tom@ssdp.org for more information.

Sudents for Sengble Drug Policy, an organization with college andhigh school chaptrs, is part
of a coalition suppotted by more than250education, addiction recovery, criminal judice, civil
rights, andreligiousorganizationsseeking the full repeal of the HEA Drug Provsion. For a full
list, see hitp://www.ssdp.org/campaignghea/SudentGover nmentOrgEndorsers.pdf.
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