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ACLU and Students Sue Feds Over Drug Law 
 

Financial Aid Ban for Students with Drug Convictions Challenged   
 

***A ffected Students AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS on Air***  
 
WASHINGTON, DC – One of the nation’s largest student organizations, in partnership with the 
ACLU, has filed a federal lawsuit seeking to overturn a law that strips financial aid from college 
students with drug convictions.  The law has derailed the college careers of nearly 200,000 
would-be students since being enacted in 2000. 
 
 

“This law hurts our generation, and does nothing to help society as 
a whole,” said Kris Krane, executive director of Students for 
Sensible Drug Policy. “Students are outraged that our access to 
education is being lost as collateral damage in the War on Drugs.  
It’s absurd that rapists and murderers can get financial aid while a 
student caught with a joint is automatically rejected.  Every student 
affected by this policy has already been arrested and punished by 
the courts.  Blocking their access to education punishes them twice 
for the same crime; that’s unconstitutional.” 

 
 
Recent SSDP Media Appearances: 
The New York Times, “Federal Aid Is Focus of a Lawsuit by Students,” March 22 
Bloomberg News, “ACLU Challenges Drugs-Related Ban on U.S. Student Aid,” March 22 
Associated Press, “ACLU Files Legal Challenge of Federal Financial Aid Provision,” March 22 
 
A copy of the SSDP/ACLU suit is available at www.ssdp.org/lawsuit. The case is SSDP v. 
Spellings, and was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of South Dakota. 
 
Kris Krane lives in Washington, DC, and is available for interviews in person or via satellite. 
SSDP can also suggest prominent “anti-drug” advocates willing to debate the issue on air. 
 

Contact Tom Angell at (202) 293-4414 or tom@ssdp.org for more information. 
 

Students for Sensible Drug Policy, a national organization with college and high school 
chapters, is committed to providing education on harms caused by the War on Drugs, working to 
involve youth in the political process, and promoting an open, honest, and rational discussion of 

alternative solutions to our nation's drug problems. 
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