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Cop Who Says ÒLegalize DrugsÓ to Speak at URI, RIC 
 

Retired Seattle Police Chief Says Drug War Causes Violence and Crime 
 

PROVIDENCE, RI Ð Norm Stamper has seen the Drug War from the front lines of the battle, 
and knows that itÕs time to implement an exit strategy. The retired Seattle police chief will speak 
about the harms caused by the War on Drugs this Thursday at Rhode Island College and this 
Friday at the University of Rhode Island.  
 

WHO: Norm Stamper, Ph.D., retired Seattle police chief, author, and LEAP member 
WHAT: Talks entitled ÒRetired Police Chief Says Legalize Drugs.  Come Ask Him Why!Ó 
WHEN: RIC: Thursday, 10/19 @ 7:00 PM; URI: Friday, 10/20 @ 7:00 PM 
WHERE: RIC: Student Union Ballroom (3rd Floor); URI: Memorial Union Atrium 1 (1st Floor) 
 

Stamper, a member of the 5,000-member group Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP), 
will be available for interviews before and after his talks. 
 

ÒWhen police officers who waged the Drug War are speaking out against it, itÕs clear we need a 
new approachÓ said Noel Marandola, president of URI Students for Sensible Drug Policy.  
ÒWhen Vietnam veterans began protesting the war, lawmakers listened.Ó 
 

ÒThink of this warÕs real casualties,Ó Stamper writes in his new book, Breaking Rank, Òtens of 
thousands of otherwise innocent Americans incarcerated, many for 20 years, some for life; 
families ripped apart; drug traffickers and blameless bystanders shot dead on city streets; 
narcotics officers assassinated here and abroadÉa nd all those dollars spent on federal, state, and 
local cops, courts, prosecutors, prisons, probation, parole, and pee-in-the-bottle programs.Ó 
 

Stamper was a police officer for 34 years and served as chief of the Seattle Police Department 
from 1994 to 2000. He earned his bachelors and masters degrees in criminal justice 
administration from San Diego State University and his Ph.D. in leadership and human behavior 
from United States International University.  
 

LEAP members span the law enforcement field, from local, state, and federal police, to 
prosecutors and judges, to corrections, probation, and parole officers. 
 

Students for Sensible Drug Policy is an international grassroots network of students who are concerned 
about the impact drug abuse has on our communities, but who also know that the War on Drugs is failing 

our generation and our society. SSDP mobilizes and empowers young people to participate in the 
political process, pushing for sensible policies to achieve a safer and more just future, while fighting back 

against counterproductive Drug War policies, particularly those that directly harm students and youth. 
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